
Franklin Countv Commissioners' Court
Commissioner Court Minutes

Regular Session
July 25,2011

The Franklin County Commissioners' Court met in Regular Session July 25, 2011 at
9:00 AM in the District Courtroom at the Franklin County Courthouse Annex located at
208 Highway 37

Members present: Paul Lovier, County Judge
Danny Chitsey, Commissioner, Precinct 1

Donnie Surratt, Commissioner, Precinct 2
Deryl Carr, Commissioner, Precinct 3
Sam Young, Commissioner, Precinct 4
Will Ramsay, County Attorney
BettY Sue Allen, CountY Treasurer
Betty Crane, County Clerk

vlslToRS: Paul Paris, Bobby Elbert, Jackie Bateman, chris Mars, David Rains, John

Kaufman. sid Hudson, willie Bane, Michelle Thomas, Elizabeth Aden, Bert Edmondson,

Everett Walter, D. K. Michaelson, Ellen Jaggers' Bryan Giguere, Jerry Cooper, Jim

Alford, Gerry Allen, and Lillie Bush-Reves

Judge Lovier called the meeting to order and commissioner Young offered prayer.
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Commissioner Surratt seconded the motion and the motion carried'

- Commissioner Young made a motion

tion to approve all the claims.against

i-6e county inctuding the three additional claims that were presented in court and

Commissioner Surratt seconded the motion and the motion carried'

See Vol. 1Q Page

cond reading of the rePlat of

Snr! H"rOot Lot 360-R of phase 3 and Commissioner Carr seconded the motion.

Motion carried. See Plat Cabinet27TB

QUARTERLY REPORTS County Treasurer Befty Sue Allen presented the quarterly

iaport-ommffioler Young made a motion to approve the quarterly reports and

Commissioner Chitsey seconded the motion. Motion carried'
See Volume 1Q Page 

-



APPROVAL OF 2012 DEMOCRATIC ELECTION JUDGES - LIBBY ADEN.
DEMOCRATIC PARTY - Commissioner Carr made a motion to approve the 2Q12
Democratic Election Judges and Commissioner Surratt seconded the motion.
Motion carried. See Volume 1Q Page

CONSIDER AND APPROVE TRANSFER OF DRIVER SAFETY CLASS (DSC)

FUNDS FROM THE GENERAL ACCOUNT TO DRIVER SAFETY CLASS (DSC)

ACCOUNT - JUSTICE OF THE PEACE Judge Alford requested approving the transfer
of the Driver Safety Class funds from the General Fund to the Driver Safety Class
account. Judge Alford explained his office collects about two to three thousand dollars
a year. County Auditor Mike Michaelson explained these funds have been incorrectly
put into the General Fund because it had been coded inconectly. Judge Alford
requested using these funds for salaries. Mr. Michaelson explained this fund is used to
administer the Driver Safety Class. Judge Alford presented information from the Texas

Criminal Justice of the Peace Training Center legal department. Judge Alford requested
going back to January 1,2O11 and transfening any funds collected since that date.

Comhissioner Carr suggested getting an Attorney General Opinion on what these funds
can be used for. Judge Alford stated if we get an Attorney General Opinion he

requested going back several years and transferring all the funds that had been

coliected and put the funds in the Driver Safety Class fund. Commissioner Young made

a motion to put the funds into a new DSC fund line item called the Driver Safety Course

fund but have the county Attorney research what the funds can be used for and

Commissioner Surratt seconded the motion. Motion canied. The auditor reported the

information on the Driver Safety Course fund can be found in the Code of Criminal

Procedure Article 45.051 1.

- Judge Lovier reported the State

tras aperoplated$20 mtllion dollars into The Historical Commission coffers which pretty

well assures us of funds towards the interior restoration project.

TAX CODE SEC 352 -
ffi thai Ms. Bateman does not have to go before the

Hotel / Motel Occupancy Tax Board to receive the yeady 1O% flat rate and she may use

those funds to opeiate the Alamo Mission Museum and it does not have to be used for

advertising. lf she wants to request more than10% a year, she has to go before the

Hotel / Motel occupancy Tax Committee to get approval. lf the Hotel / Motel

Occupancy Tax Commiitee denies an entity funds, that entity can make an appeal to

Commissioners' Court.

@st event report on the Piney Woods Wine 
^Trail

Festival. Fe presented the Rotary Club's funding application in the amount of $5,850

forthe Tour d'e cypress Bike Race event to be held on April 21,2Q12. Mr. Bane.also

requested $3,OSO.b0 for the upcoming Wine in the Pines Event to be held on October

2g and 29,20.1 1. commissioner Young made a motion to approve the post event report

for the Piney woods wine Trail Festival and approve the requests for the Tour de

Cypress ani Wine in the Pines Events and Commissioner Chitsey seconded the

rotion. Motion canied. Mr. Bane requested that the Hotel / Motel occupancy Tax

Commiftee to be included in the budget hearings.



CONSIDER AND APPROVE 2011 - 2012 CYPRESS SPRINGS SPECIAL UTILITY
DISTRICT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FUND
APPLICATION - MARY KAY THOMAS. AMAZING GRANTS. INC - Commissioner
Carr made a motion to table this item since no one was available to discuss this and
Commissioner Surratt seconded the motion. Motion carried with a 3 to 2 vote with
Judge Lovier and Commissioner Young voting Nay.

CONSIDER AND APPROVE REDISTRICTING MAPS - Commissioner Young
presented two redistricting maps and gave an overview of the maps. He stated the
Commissioners had chosen to go with the redistricting map called "Plan 8".
commissioner Young made a motion to approve using the redistricting map Plan B and

Commissioner Surratt seconded the motion. Motion canied. Commissioner Young also

noted that two public hearings will need to be held as well as be advertized in the paper

three times.

suDDEilLll.lK - Trcasurer Betty sue Allen reported she had been working with

suooentint< to see if it would be cost effective to combine phone, cable and internet.

Michelle Thomas from suddenlink made a presentation and presented a proposal on

the fiber optic cable that would combine the county phones and internet between Annex

East and Annex West. Treasurer Betty Sue Allen stated

DlscussloN ITEMS: Judge Lovier presented a letter he had received from the

Richard Zachary from cypress spring special utility District. The commissioners'

reported cssuD had been very accommodating to the county and they werevery

appreciative of what cssuD had done to help towards the sports complex. Mr.

7a,chary encouraged the court to use CSSUD water for central use and use raw water

for irrigation services.

Treasurer Betty Sue Allen reported there are two health care plans that are

grandfathered and it would be wise to chose one of these plans during the budget

f,ro""... otherwise we will have to meet some requirements because of obama Care

and it could take some benefits that we have. She recommended staying in one of the

grandfathered health care Plans.

John Kaufman, Superintendent of MVISD requested a date when the repair of the roads

would be done since school will be starting soon. lt was suggested Commissioner Can

be the coordinator between the Commissioners and the school' Commissioner Carr

and Mr. Rains agreed to get together to coordinate a date to begin the repairs.

Betty sue Allen reported being on tract with getting the county discount pre€cription

card!. We are set to have the first cards available on September 19th. This will help

people save an average up to 24o/o off prescriptions.

commissioner chitsey reported work had been done on the airport and reported
problems with a coupie of culverts. He also reported several trees still need to be

knocked down.



Commissioner Chitsey stated he had plans to spray the fields at the Sports Complex
with herbicide. He also reported all the leaks had been repaired on the inigation
system.

Lillie Bush-Reves invited everyone to a conference at the Cultural Arts Center for the
Main Street Program that will be held this afternoon.

Commissioner Surratt made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Carr
seconded the motion and the motion canied.

l, Betty Crane, County Clerk certify that this is an accurate accounting of the
proceedings of Commissioner's Court Regular meeting on July 25, 201 1'

Witnessed and recorded this 25th day of July, 2011.

Betty Crane, County Clerk


