Franklin County Commissioners’ Court

Commissioner Court Minutes

Regular Session

January 24, 2011
The Franklin County Commissioners’ Court met in Regular Session January 24, 2011 at 10:00 AM in the District Courtroom at the Franklin County Courthouse Annex located at 208 Highway 37, Mount Vernon, Texas
Members present:  Paul Lovier, County Judge ABSENT


         Danny Chitsey, Commissioner, Precinct 1

                               Donnie Surratt, Commissioner, Precinct 2

                               Deryl Carr, Commissioner, Precinct 3 
                               Sam Young, Commissioner, Precinct 4 
                               Will Ramsay, County Attorney 
                               Betty Sue Allen, County Treasurer 

                               Betty Crane, County Clerk 
VISITORS:  Bert Edmondson, Ken Greer, J. D. Baumgardner, Marcia Davis Seale, Lee Elliott, Jennifer Jordan, Jim Alford, Paul Fletcher, Willie Bane, Bryan Giguere, Lillie Bush-Reves, Gerry Allen, Jerry Cooper, Danny Smith, Ellen Jaggers, Sue Ann Harper, Jonathan Ladd,  Summer Weatherford, Katon Trantham,  Zach Buck, Savannah Keys, Elizabeth Linseisen, Malori Carr, Marley Tidwell, Areli Gonzalez, Raven Norman, V. J. Rhoades, Chuck Armstrong, Leon Pless, Cynthia Linseisen, Jeremy Lyon, Abi Contreras, Jared mars, Chelsea Applegate, Jesse James, Kim Fisk, Cole Huzinga, Madison Reeves, Luke Kaufman, Jessikah Salleverria, Madison Thames, Kayla Radford, Destiny Bell, Chelsea Applegate
Mayor J. D. Baumgarder explained the group of students that were in attendance was a select group of students from the junior class and a part of the Leaders of Tomorrow.  Mayor Baumgardner introduced the senior member of the Commissioners’ Court Deryl Carr.  Commissioner Carr commended the students for being chosen to be a Leader of Tomorrow.  He asked the students to introduce themselves.  After each student introduced themselves Commissioner Carr explained County Judge Paul Lovier was not in attendance because he was attending a school.  Commissioner Carr went on to introduce all the elected officials that were in attendance.  He explained City and County government is the grass roots and the future is in their hands and thanked them for attending the meeting.
Commissioner Carr called the meeting to order and offered prayer.

APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE JANUARY 18, 2011 SPECIAL SESSION - COUNTY CLERK – County Clerk Betty Crane reported the minutes were not ready for approval at this time.  This item was tabled until the next commissioners’ court meeting.
AUDIT CLAIMS AGAINST THE COUNTY AND AUTHORIZE THEIR PAYMENT – TREASURER – County Treasurer, Betty Sue Allen announced there was one addition to the claims from Lowe’s in the amount of $16,000 for material and labor to complete six fields at the sports complex.  Commissioner Young made a motion to approve the payment of all the claims against the county including the Lowe’s $16,000 claim and Commissioner Chitsey seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Volume 1P Page____    SECOND READING REPLAT TALL TREE SUBDIVISION, LOT B6R BLOCK 13, SECTION 3 – DANNY SMITH FOR BRIAN O’BOYLE, AGENT FOR 582 WINDY POINT, LLC Commissioner Chitsey made a motion to approve the second reading of the replat of Tall Tree subdivision, lot B6R, block 13, of section 3.  Commissioner Surratt seconded the motion and the motion carried.  See Plat Cabinet # 274B
COURTHOUSE RESTORATION – COUNTY JUDGE Commissioner Young reported there not any new information to report on the courthouse restoration.
APPROVE 2010 LINE ITEM TRANSFERS – TREASURER

Treasurer Allen reported these are two 2010 line item transfers that were missed during the last Commissioners’ Court.  Commissioner Young made a motion to approve the 2010 line item transfers as presented by the Treasurer and Commissioner Surratt second the motion.  Motion carried.  See Volume 1P Page _____

CONSIDER AND APPROVE UPGRADE TO COUNTY COMPUTER SYSTEMS – STEVE BOORMAN, NETWORK TECHNOLOGIES  It was suggested that this item needed to be tabled until the computer systems could be checked out Commissioner Surratt made a motion to table this until a later date and Commissioner Young seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  
CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE HEALTH SERVICES CONTRACT – COUNTY CLERK County Clerk Betty Crane explained this is a contract between the County and the Department of State Health Services so her office will be able to issue birth certificates by remote access.   She explained this will enable her office to issue birth certificates if the person was born in the State of Texas.  She stated at this time her office could only issue birth certificates if the person was born in Franklin County.  Commissioner Surratt made a motion to approve the Department of State Health services contract and Commissioner Chitsey seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.   See Volume 1P Page _____
CONSIDER AND APPROVE CITY TELECOM COIN (CTC) TO PROVIDE THE INMATE PHONE SYSTEM FOR THE FRANKLIN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE - SHERIFF  Sheriff Fletcher reported he received the best coverage with the best protection from City Telecom Coin and they gave a $15,000 bonus.  He stated normally we would get fifty two cents out of every dollar spent but the first $15,000 worth of phone calls that the inmates make is all profit and goes into the inmate fund.  It is a state of the art system and this company is local and which makes it convenient when something needs to be repaired.  The Sheriff explained he based his information from the old contract that Sheriff White had and he did not realize it had to be approved by Commissioners’ Court.  Sheriff Fletcher presented the contract with CTC for the inmate phone system to the court for them to review.  Commissioner Chitsey asked what fund the $15,000 went in to and Sheriff Fletcher reported those funds go into the inmate commissary and are used for the benefit of the inmates.  Sheriff Fletcher reported AGM was giving fifty cents from every dollar spent and we are getting fifty two cents from every dollar from CTC.  Commissioner Chitsey stated he thought 52% went into the General Fund and Sheriff Fletcher stated it went into the inmate fund.  Commissioner Chitsey requested the County Attorney to look over the contract with CTC and County Attorney Ramsay stated he had already reviewed the contract with the Sheriff.  Commissioner Chitsey requested the County Attorney to compare the two contracts because he thought 50 percent went to the county and the calling cards went into the inmate commissary fund.  Commissioner Chitsey stated the county was getting a check from the AGM for $5000 every month and that was going into the general fund.   Commissioner Chitsey asked why the Sheriff had chosen to go with CTC and Sheriff Fletcher reported he had talked with other phone companies and this company is local, they gave us the best deal and they gave us the best technology.  County Attorney Ramsay stated he would review the contracts again and report back at the next court.  Commissioner Chitsey made a motion to table this item until the next meeting to give the County Attorney time to review the contracts.  Commissioner Surratt seconded the motion and the motion carried.
CONSIDER AND APPROVE IMPROVEMENTS TO SHERIFF’S OFFICE DISPATCH COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,137.00 – SHERIFF
Sheriff Fletcher reported this had been resolved.
CONSIDER AND APPROVE R.A.M.P. PROGRAM LETTER – JENNIFER JORDAN, AIRPORT BOARD – Jennifer Jordan stated she will be submitting a cost amount and summary report that she will be receiving from Stacy Hatcher to Austin.  Commissioner Young made a motion to approve sending a R.A.M.P program letter and Commissioner Surratt seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
CONSIDER AND APPROVE LETTER OF INTEREST FOR COUNTY AIRPORT REHABILITATION – JENNIFER JORDAN, AIRPORT BOARD – Jennifer Jordan explained she needed a letter of interest from the County stating the County wants to get on the runway overlay list.  Commissioner Young made a motion to approve the county judge to send a letter of interest for county airport rehabilitation and Commissioner Surratt seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
CONSIDER AND APPROVE RESPONSE TO TXDOT LETTER DATED 12-15-2010 – JENNIFER JORDAN, AIRPORT BOARD Jennifer Jordan explained she needed a response letter to be sent to TXDOT acknowledging we had received an airport review of observation and what is needed to be repaired.  Commissioner Young made a motion to approve sending a response letter to TXDOT and Commissioner Surratt seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
CONSIDER AND APPROVE DESIGNATING SITE FOR SHERIFF’S TAX SALES AND FORECOLOSURE SALES – PRECINCT 3 Commissioner Young made a motion to approve designating the south entrance to the county jail as the location for Sheriff’s Tax Sales and foreclosure sales.  Commissioner Surratt seconded the motion and the motion carried.
CONSIDER AND APPROVE ADOPTING RULES OF PROCEDURE, CONDUCT AND DECORUM OF FRANKLIN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT – COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 4 – Commissioner Young asked if any one had any changes that needed to be made to the Rules of Procedure, Conduct and Decorum.  Commissioner Young noted one correction where it indicates 81.024 and the correct reference number is 81.023.  He also suggested the signature page be updated with the current court member’s signatures.  Commissioner Surratt made a motion to approve adopting the rules of procedure, conduct and decorum with the correction and the current court signatures of the Franklin County Commissioners’ Court.  Commissioner Chitsey seconded the motion and the motion carried.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:  Items discussed were bridge replacement, culverts, repairs on the distributor truck, sports complex, and the upcoming sports complex fundraiser.  Commissioner Carr reported an auditor had been hired.  He also reported a bill has been introduced by someone other than Cain and Flynn to raise the population threshold up to 12,000.  Commissioner Carr stated if the bill passes and the auditor ever wanted to retire, we could do away with this position rather than hire another one.  Commissioner Chitsey stated if they have already introduced the bill we don’t want to stop it.   Commissioner Carr stated we need to tell Cain and Deuell and get on the band wagon with them.  Bert Edmondson stated he was not sure if any legislation had been introduced and reported Judge Newsome said the court should approve a resolution so Cain could make a decision.  Commissioner Carr stated we could approve a resolution at the next court meeting.  
Jennifer Jordan asked about getting someone to fix the flashing that is missing from the edge of the building at the airport.  Commissioner Carr stated he would check it out.  She also reported Stacey Hatcher said the edges of the runway had some erosion and some dirt needed to be replaced and feathered back into the edge of the runway.
Commissioner Young made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Surratt seconded the motion and the motion carried.

I, Betty Crane, County Clerk certify that this is an accurate accounting of the proceedings of Commissioner’s Court Regular meeting on January 24, 2011.

Witnessed and recorded this 24th day of January, 2011.

____________________

Betty Crane, County Clerk
